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BIAH WELCOMES THE CHINESE YEAR
OF THE TIGER

Already things are looking up ... It is said the
Year of the Water Tiger will bring good luck
because of the tiger's strength and bravery.
The Brain Injury Association of Hawaii has
already felt good luck coming its way with the
addition of a new Board member.

Michele M. Tong

Michele has worked in the field of disabilities
for more than 35 years, 4 of which have been
specific to neurotrauma and brain injury. Over
the years of working in this field she has
worked directly with program participants and
has collaborated with all levels of staff within
her organization and in the community.

The work and goals of BIAH and the
Neurotrama Program here she works are
foundationally similar. Both organizations
prioritize community integration as a desirable
goal for brain injury survivors. Both value the
survivor as an individual while advocating for
and with them as a group. Both also seek to
educate the public on the impact of brain
injury to drive home the importance and
responsibility of safety and prevention. Events
sponsored by the Department of Health, such
as helmet fittings/giveaways and the
Unmasking Brain Injury art project, serve to
bring wide attention to our cause while also
reaching people on a personal level.
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a true Brain Injury Warrior . In fact, he's a triple warrior --
or, brain injury warrior, and spiritual warrior. He's a bona fide
cta. Bill is an active TBI survivor having received multiple certificates of
appreciation from various civic groups since his injury. Bill tells his Brain Injury
Warrior story in his own words. It is a heroic story indeed.

"My name is William L. Rodrigues Jr. My friends call me Bill. I'm a retired
combat veteran and a munitions maintenance specialist of the Hawaii Air
National Guard with 22 years, 5 months and 21 days of service. | was also
employed as a Grounds Supervisor at Hawaii Youth Correctional Facility and
later the University of Hawaii. | instructed juveniles and students in the proper
use of machinery and grounds maintenance helping them build their
confidence, self-esteem and marketable skills.

Later | became employed with the City and County of Honolulu working in the
department of Parks & Recreation as a Parks Ground Maintenance Supervisor.

I was also an instructor in the mayors Motorcycle and Cushman Classes
teaching safe driving skills. Life was good. All of my jobs involved heling
people have better lives.

Bill before his accident -- on his much loved Harleys



\

On September 13, 1999 at
approximately 10:45pm | crashed my
motorcycle on the H1 ramp to the H1 on
ramp. My motorcycle was leaning on
the side of the concrete while my body
was on the median. No vehicles
crashed into me. | was rescued by the
EMTs. | have NO MEMORY of my
motorcycle crash. | do remember being
extremely tired from working 2
demolition jobs that day.

| remember when the demolition jobs
were done, my co-workers and | went
back to the shop, we stored our tools
then went to a bar to have some drinks.

According to doctors, family and
friends, | was taken to Queens and
remained in a coma for five to six
weeks. While at Queens my parish
priest came to the hospital six times to
bless me and anoint me with holy oil. A
lot of people did not think | would make
it.

Waking up from my coma | was moved
to the Rehabilitation Hospital of the
Pacific. | could not believe how and
what had happened to me. At the
Rehabilitation Hospital, |1 had to learn
how to do everything from scratch. All
the things that | knew and what | did in
my past before my accident was gone
and lost. It was VERY frustrating and
depressing.
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| had to learn everything as though |
were a child. | was taught how to talk,
how to walk, get dressed, go to the
bathroom shower myself, etc. Attending
the TBI Support Group meetings was
very helpful to keep me from harming
myself. |1 was building my New Life.

From being a combat veteran supervisor,
instructor, and deputy sheriff my life has
turned 180 degrees around. | am now
more sensitive, caring, and humble. |
find myself crying like a baby at times.
When | go through troubling times, |
ground myself in my faith -
remembering that | am a child of God. |
am very thankful and blessed that in my
new life | am still able to help other
people have a better life through my
presence and my speech.

Because of my crash, | am disabled and
have short term memory loss. Because
of the wonderful teams at Queens and
the Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific
| am better now and can try to educate
others so they do not have to go through
what | have gone through. | was a
motorcycle safety instructor, |1 should
have known better. | should not have
operated my motorcycle after
consuming alcohol and not getting
enough rest. | should have worn my
motorcycle helmet.

This year, | am CELEBRATING my 23rd
birthday in my new life as a Traumatic
Brain Injury Survivor!
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Dr. Holly
Schonberger

DR. HOLLY SCHONBERGER IS A TBI SURVIVOR. SHE
LIVES IN TEXAS AND WILL GIVE HER PRESENTATION
TO THE KAILUA-KONA SUPPORT GROUP VIA ZOOM.

DR. SCHONBERGER IS NOW A CHIROPRACTIC
PHYSICIAN. SHE WILL SHARE HER EXPERIENCES
ABOUT HER INJURIES AND HER JOURNEY.

Wednesday, March 9 at 4pm.

VIA ZOOM.COM
MEETING ID IS 98997548497

CONTACT KAREN KLEMME
WITH QUESTIONS
PHONE/TEXT 808-896-2962
(PHONE/TEXT)

EMAIL: KKLEMMEeHAWAII.RR.COM




STROKE SURVIVORS
ONLINE SUPPORT
GROUP

Stroke Survivors Online Support Group: How to Thrive on our
Islands After Stroke (virtual

Danae Jones, RN n's Medical Center

Free, but registration needed to get to Webex link.
Copy and paste the link below into your computer browser.

https.//www.queens.org/events/survivor-stroke-online-support-group-how-to-
thrive-on-our-islands-after-stroke-2/?occurrence=2022-02-09-
09&time=1644427800




MISSION OF THE BRAIN INJURY ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII

The mission of this nonprofit organization is to improve the quality of life of persons with a brain
injury and the families of such persons in Hawaii and other areas of the Pacific Basin. In this
conjunction brain injury is defined as an acquired, non-generative brain injury whose causes
include but are not limited to traumna, disease, surgery, hypoxia, and anoxia.

ORGANIZATIONS AND MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT
BRAIN INJURY ASSOCIATION OF HAWALII

Leewanl Pilot Club .
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A non profit service A collective of mental

organization whose health clinicians

mission is to encourage

brain safety and health . .
profit org empowering
local talent and
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production

BRAIN INJURY ASSOCIATION OF HAWAII

1221 Kapiolani Boulevard, PH 50
Honolulu, Hawaii 96814
(808) 633-8144 (808) 633-8149
braininjuryofhawaii@gmail.com

Connect with BIAH

G biausa.org/find-bia /hawaii

n @BraininjuryAssociationOfHawaii



