Your Voice Matters: Why Advocates Should Share Their
Stories

Your story has the power to change lives and shape the laws that impact your community.
By sharing your personal experiences with lawmakers, you make abstract issues real and
inspire action. Policies are created by people, for people—and your story helps decision-
makers understand why change is needed.

Why Sharing_Your Story Makes a Difference

« Humanizes Issues: Lawmakers hear facts and figures all day. A personal story makes the
issue relatable and memorable.

 Builds Empathy: Stories can bridge political divides and help people see beyond party
lines.

« Drives Change: A heartfelt story can lead to new policies, better funding, or changes in
how laws are enforced.

Tips for Sharing_Your Story

« Know Your Audience:
Tailor your message to lawmakers, community groups, or the media. Focus on what they
can do to help.

« Keep it Focused:
Share the key parts of your story that relate to the issue. Be clear and concise to hold
attention.

+ Practice:
Rehearse your story to build confidence. Practice with friends, family, or an advocacy
group.

- Be Honest:
Speak from the heart. Authenticity makes your story powerful and relatable.

« Call to Action:
End with a clear ask—whether it’s supporting a bill, increasing funding, or addressing
a specific policy.
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How to Frame Your Story

Use this simple structure to write and organize your story:

 Introduction:

« Who are you?

« What issue are you speaking about?

The Problem:

« What challenge did you or your community face?

» Be specific—what happened and how did it impact you?
The Turning Point:

« What made you realize something had to change?
« How did it inspire you to speak out?

The Solution:

« What change do you want to see?

« How can the decision-maker help?

Call to Action:

« End with a clear, direct request (e.g., “Please support [policy/bill].”).

Self-Care While Sharing_Your Story

Sharing personal experiences can be emotionally draining. Take steps to
protect your mental and emotional well-being:

« Know Your Boundaries:
Share only what feels safe and comfortable. It’s okay to say no to sharing
certain details.
« Have a Support System:
Bring a friend, family member, or fellow advocate for emotional support.
» Take Breaks:
After sharing, take time to rest, recharge, and reflect.
« Seek Professional Help if Needed:
If sharing your story brings up difficult emotions, reach out to a
counselor or therapist.
» Celebrate Your Courage:

Acknowledge your bravery and the impact you’re making by speaking
out!

Remember
Your story is a gift to the world. By sharing it, you amplify the voices of
others who may not have the chance. Together, we can create meaningful
change.

“Stories are the most powerful weapon in the world. They can change

hearts, minds, and policies.”
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